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Kenya is a country in East Africa with a population of around 45 million people. The capital city, Nairobi, is
well-known for its National Park: the world’s only game reserve1 found within a major city. The park’s large
wildlife population includes baboons, rhinos, gazelles, zebras, cheetahs, and many other species. Though
many efforts have been made to protect lions in the area, when lions kill off local livestock, some residents
respond by killing the big cats. As you read, take notes on how Turere describes the process that led to his
innovation.

One of the talks from the TED2 stage in Long
Beach, Calif., this week came from Richard
Turere, an inventor. He is a Maasai3 from Kenya.
And he’s 13.

“From ages 6 to 9, I started looking after my
father’s cows,” Richard says. “I’d take them out in
the morning and bring them back in the evening.
We put them in a small cow shed at night,” and
that’s when the trouble would start. Lions would
jump in the shed and kill the cows, which are
enclosed and an easy target.

Lions are the top tourist attraction to Kenya,
especially in the Nairobi National Park, which is near where Richard lives. Lions are also considered
critically4 endangered in Kenya.

The Kenya Wildlife Service estimates there are just 2,000 lions left in the country. One of the main
causes of their demise, “is that people kill them in retaliation5 for lions attacking their livestock,” says
Paula Kahumbu, executive director of Wildlife Direct, a wildlife conservation organization in Africa.

She has been studying the conflict between humans and lions, and her work led her to Richard. In one
week, she monitored6 over 50 cases where lions attacked livestock. “It’s a very, very serious problem,”
she says.

Her work studying the problem led her to Richard.

[1]

[5]

1. a large area of land where wild animals are protected from overhunting by humans
2. TED is a non-profit organization devoted to spreading ideas, often through their short and highly influential “talks,”

referred to as “TED talks.” TED stands for Technology, Entertainment, and Design; the organization began as a
conference that covered those topics.

3. The Maasai are an ethnic group inhabiting southern Kenya and northern Tanzania.
4. Critical (adjective): demanding serious attention
5. Retaliation (noun): an act of revenge
6. Monitor (verb): to watch, observe, or check something over a period of time
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One night he was walking around with a flashlight and discovered the lions were scared of a moving
light. A light went on inside him and an idea was born.

Three weeks and much tinkering later, Richard had invented a system of lights that flash around the
cow shed, mimicking7 a human walking around with a flashlight. His system is made from broken
flashlight parts and an indicator box from a motorcycle.

“The only thing I bought was a solar panel,”8 which charges a battery that supplies power to the lights
at night, Richard says. He calls the system Lion Lights.

“There have been a lot of efforts to try to protect the lions,” Kahumbu says. “It’s a crisis and everyone is
looking for a solution. One idea was land leases, another was lion-proof fences. And basically no one
even knew that Richard had already come up with something that worked.”

His simple solution was so successful, his neighbors heard about it and wanted Lion Lights, too. He
installed the lights for them and for six other homes in his community. From there, the lights spread
and are now being used all around Kenya. Someone in India is trying them out for tigers. In Zambia
and Tanzania they’re being used, as well.

To get to the TED stage, Richard traveled on an airplane for the first time in his life. He says he has a lot
to tell his friends about when he goes back home, and among the scholars and prize winners, scientists
and poets, what impressed him the most on his trip was something he saw at the nearby Aquarium of
the Pacific: “It was my first time seeing a shark. I’ve never seen a shark.”

[10]

7. Mimic (verb): to imitate or appear similar to something else
8. A solar panel absorbs energy from the sun and generates electricity or heat.
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which of the following best identifies the central idea of the article?
A. Before Richard Turere’s invention attracted widespread attention, animal rights

activists and local farmers in Kenya had given up on solving the lion crisis.
B. Richard Turere was inspired to build his invention by the work he had seen

presented at past technology conferences.
C. Richard Turere developed a way to protect both livestock and lions with his

invention, Lion Lights, which was more effective than many other complicated
solutions.

D. The greatest danger faced by lions in Kenya today comes from humans who
hunt lions as payback for trespassing on their property and threatening their
farm animals.

2. PART B: Which phrase from the text best support the answers to Part A?
A. “Lions would jump in the shed and kill the cows, which are enclosed and an easy

target.” (Paragraph 2)
B. “She has been studying the conflict between humans and lions, and her work

led her to Richard.” (Paragraph 5)
C. “‘It’s a crisis and everyone is looking for a solution.’” (Paragraph 10)
D. “His simple solution was so successful, his neighbors heard about it and wanted

Lion Lights, too.” (Paragraph 11)

3. PART A: Which statement best describes the relationship between livestock owners and
lions?

A. Livestock owners want the lions to all die or become extinct so that they no
longer have to worry about their livestock being attacked.

B. Livestock owners have retaliated against lions in the past, but in general, they
want to find a way to protect their livestock that does not involve killing the
lions.

C. Livestock owners want to get rid of the Nairobi National Park so that lions will be
removed along with the park and will no longer attack local farmers’ livestock.

D. Livestock owners want a complete lion-proof fence around Nairobi National
Park to stop lions from wandering off and attacking livestock.

4. PART B: Which phrase from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “Lions are the top tourist attraction to Kenya, especially in the Nairobi National

Park... Lions are also considered critically endangered in Kenya.” (Paragraph 3)
B. “One of the main causes of their demise, ‘is that people kill them in retaliation

for lions attacking their livestock,’ says Paula Kahumbu” (Paragraph 4)
C. “‘There have been a lot of efforts to try to protect the lions,’ Kahumbu says. ‘It’s a

crisis and everyone is looking for a solution.’” (Paragraph 10)
D. “One idea was land leases, another was lion-proof fences.” (Paragraph 10)
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5. What is the author’s main purpose in writing this piece? Cite evidence from the text in your
response.

4



Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. Why do you think Richard emphasizes that the only thing he bought was a solar panel? Is
there something impressive about successfully working with limited materials? Can you
think of a problem in your community that a simple piece of technology might solve?

2. What do you think about how lions are somehow both “the top tourist attraction to Kenya”
but also “critically endangered”? Is this ironic? How can officials balance using the animals
for tourism while helping them survive in the wild?

3. Whose job is it to protect wildlife? Should the burden fall on wildlife activist organizations or
on the government? Is it important that individual citizens like Richard also do their part?

4. As described in the article, Richard’s creativity led him to create an effective invention. In
the context of this article, how do people create change? What can we learn from this article
about achieving peace between people and the natural world? Cite evidence from this text,
your own experience, and other literature, art, or history in your answer.
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