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     In Walden, Henry David Thoreau writes, “I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to 

front only the essential facts of life, and see if I could not learn what it had to teach, and not, when I 

came to die, discover that I had not lived.”  Thoreau went to live at Walden Pond because he wanted to 

learn from nature. There are others who also believe that nature can teach us important lessons about 

ourselves and our world. Nature has taught Gary Paulsen, Don Welch, and I that we are all a part of a 

world that is much larger than ourselves.  

 

     In his book, Hatchet, Gary Paulsen explores what it means to be alone in the natural world. In this 

book, Brian Robeson, 13 years old, has to survive in the wilderness after a plane crash. He is alone and 

doesn’t know where he is or if he will survive. For many days, he eats what he can find and makes his 

own tools and weapons. Eventually, he finds the survival pack from the airplane. In it, he discovers a 

rifle. Paulsen writes, “It was a strange feeling, holding the rifle. It somehow removed him from 

everything around him. Without the rifle he had to fit in, to be part of it all, to understand it and use it - 

the woods, all of it.” From his experiences, Brian has learned that how important it is to be a part of the 

wilderness and to “fit in”. He sees that he is just a small part of a big universe. His 54 days in nature have 

taught him how important it is to see himself this way.  

 

     Like Paulsen, Don Welch writes about what nature has taught him about his place in the world. A 

good example of this is in his poem, “To Find Me”: 

To find me 
go to the park 
with a bag of popcorn. 

 
I’ll be one of the pigeons. 

Here, Welch says that if you want to find him, you should look for him among the pigeons in the park. 

Just like Brian Robeson, he wants to fit in and be a part of the natural world around him. In this poem, 

he helps readers see that his experiences with nature have taught him that he and the park pigeons are 

the same.  

     While camping with my family, I have learned more about my place in the world. One of our favorite 

things to do is to have campfires at night. I remember one night last summer when we were camping in 

the Rocky Mountains. I leaned back in my camp chair and looked up at the sky full of stars. I felt really 
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small, like I was just a speck in the universe. That’s when I realized that I am a part of something so 

much bigger than myself.  

     Nature has been a great teacher for Gary Paulsen, Don Welch, and me. Our experiences taught us 

that people are just another part of a big world. Sometimes we forget out place and take advantage of 

nature. We clear forests, so we can make money from the trees. We pollute rivers and lakes. It’s a good 

idea to read and learn that we should work harder to fit into nature rather than destroy it. 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 


